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Oct. 29, 1992
Contact: Rosemary Harty
UD STUDENTS CONSERVATIVE: REAGAN A FACTOR?-- The University of Dayton's student
body, according to a recently published college guide, ranks among the most politically conservative
campuses in the country. And a campus newspaper poll that found Bush a clear favorite appears to
support that view this election season.
Political science professor Gerald Kerns said that except for a few liberal years in the 1960s and
'70s, conservative views have prevailed during his 26 years at UD. The demographics of UD's student
body are the biggest reason for students' politics: most students are middle-class, come from
Republican families and are Catholic. Also, Kerns said, there's the Ronald Reagan factor.
"This was the first president that the students can consciously remember," Kerns said. "Reagan
talked certain kinds of values. He gave a Hollywood version of American history and he made liberal
a dirty word. This rhetoric is woven into the conscience of many students and most have never really
examined it."
Senior Kate Shanahan said some UD students are liberal. Conservatives are simply more vocal.
"The only people who come out and talk are the conservatives," she said. "The rest don't take the time
to organize themselves."
Contact Gerald Kerns at (513) 229-3650 or (513) 439-2704.
AZERBAIJANI REFUGEES FIND NEW LIFE IN U.S. -- A year ago, Latifa Musayeva and her
family-- nine of them-- were living in two rooms in a Moscow apartment, scraping by and waiting to
hear when they could resettle in the U.S. Now Musayeva is teaching the culture and language· of her
homeland to students and professors at the University of Dayton, and her large extended family lives
in Columbus. They came to the U.S. under the sponsorship of a Sidney church after being forced from
Baku because of ethnic strife. Musayeva's husband is Armenian, and he was forced from his job after
a civil war broke out in 1990. "It was a terrible time," Musayeva says of the war. "You had to stay
home, you couldn't go outside. People were killed in the street, beaten." Michael Smith, assistant
professor of history, says thousands have been killed since fighting began in 1988. The enmity
between Armenians and Azerbaijanis dates back centuries, escalating to serious violence since the
Russian Revolution. "They've always been rivals," Smith said.
For intervie~ with Latifa Musayeva, contact Michael Smith at (513) 229-2834.
CHOICE PLANS WOULD HURT PUBLIC SCHOOLS -- Several states are considering voucher
plans that would mean tax dollars paying for parents to send their children to private elementary and
high schools. It's a bad idea, says Thomas Lasley, professor of teacher education at the University of
Dayton. "All this ends up being is an excuse to further segregate populations of students. It doesn't
serve any purpose other than that." Whether kids go to private school or public school, the most
important factor is "parents who care about their children's education," Lasley said.
Contact Thomas Lasley at (513) 229-3344.
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